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comprehension of a Buddha to recognise it and to ex-
pound it."                                                                    23
Then the brethren decided to convene a synod in
Rajagriha in order to lay down the pure doctrines of
the Blessed One, to collect and collate the sacred
writings, and establish a canon which should serve as
a source of instruction for future generations.           24

XCIX. THE PURPOSE OF BEING.

Eternal verities dominate the formation of worlds
and constitute the cosmic order of natural laws. But
when, through the conflicting motion of masses, the
universe was illumined with blazing fire, there was no
eye to see the light, no ear to listen to reason's teach-
ings, no mind to perceive the significance of being;
and in the immeasurable spaces of existence no place
was found where the truth could abide in all its glory. 1

In the due course of evolucion sentiency appeared
and sense-perception arose. There was a new realm
of soul-life, full of yearning, with powerful passions
and of unconquerable energy. And the world split in
twain: there were pleasures and pains, self and not-
self, friends and foes, hatred and love. The truth
vibrated through the world of sentiency, but in all its
infinite potentialities no place could be found where
the truth could abide in all its glory.                         2

And reason came forth In the struggle for life.
Reason began to guide the instinct of self, and reason
took the sceptre of the creation and overcame the
strength of the brutes and the power of the elements.
Yet reason seemed to add new fuel to the flame of ha-
tred, increasing the turmoil of conflicting passions;
and brothers slew their brothers for the sake of satis-